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the silence of the room became. Suddenly a fly awoke, flew
buzzing above the bed and lighted on the bolster. The prince
shivered."
Myshkin is not surprised by Rogozhin's confession, and
when the latter says to him, "We must not let her be taken
away/' he answers:
"No, no, not for anything in the world! No, no!"
Little by little both of them sink into unconsciousness.
When the police come to arrest Rogozhin, they find him
howling at the foot of the bed while the prince gently strokes
his face and hair.
Nastasia Philipovna had foreseen her death from the outset.
She says, "I am pale as a corpse," and smiles, before leaving
for the church.
Actually, death is the only way out for this anguished and
simple soul. She is attracted to Rogozhin just as one animal
is attracted to another by his smell. She loves him yet she
recognizes that this boor is unworthy of her. Only Myshkin
can understand her, and only Myshkin's love can save her
from degradation. But his love is too much like compassion
to satisfy her; she is proud, and she does not accept the alms
of pity. Thus she comes to cherish the dishonor that prevents
her from being loved as she wishes to be.
"You can love only your disgrace," Aglaya said to her,
"your obsession that you are ruined and that someone has
made you a lost woman. If you were less defiled, or if you
were not defiled at all, you would be even more unhappy."
Nastasia's thirst for humility is coupled with a boundless
conceit: she wants to humiliate herself but she does not want
to be humiliated. And this holds for all of Dostoevsky's
characters.
Around these three main characters swarms a picturesque